
Saturday, November 29th   Graftonõs Annual Christmas Parade 

       Free lunch at the Bridge Inn  

Monday, December 1st    Post Executive Committee  

Wednesday, December 3rd   Annual Post Blood Drive  

Monday, December 8th    Post General Meeting  

Tuesday, December 9th   BINGO  

       SAL meeting  

Saturday, December 13th   Army vs Navy Football game party  

Monday, December 15th   Military Historian meeting  

       Cards  -  anyone can play  



For sure a special award is the ñLegionnaire of the Yearò for the Rose 

Harms Post 355. This is the highest award the Post can bestow on a 

member. 

This years recipient was Edward Polgar. 

Presenting Ed with his award were Treasurer Ralph Beck  and Post 

Commander Gary Gilstarp.  

Gator and the boys enjoying  
Veterans Day lunch with John 
Long Middle School students. 



Chaplain Dan Pals announced that Post 40-year 

Post member, Dan Gundrum, had passed away.  

Blood Drive: Mike Knoppa reported that the Post 

Blood Drive will be held from 2:30 pm to 6:30 pm 

on December 3rd.  

Membership: Ken Kasprzak reported that the 

Postôs membership was at 214 members with   

43 more needed for 100%.  

Americanism: Ken Kasprzak reported looking 

for time in December to introduce the Badger 

Boys State Program to GHS students. 

Hall Report: Al Richards said that the Veterans 

Day dinner went well. Thank you to the Auxiliary  

and the Sons of the A.L. for picking up dinner 

cost for veterans.  

Also, the back bar cooler was in need of repair, 

again. The system is getting old and may need to 

be replaced in the near future. 

Bingo: Jim Arentz reported setup for bingo fol-

lowing this eveningôs meeting. Help at bingo is 

always welcome. Be there at 6:30 pm. 

The American Legion Oratorical Contest: 

This contest exists to develop a deeper 

knowledge and appreciation for the U.S.   

Constitution among high school students. Since 

1938, the program has presented high school 

students with an academic speaking challenge 

that teaches important leadership qualities and 

the ability to think and speak clearly. It also pro-

vides a history of our nationôs laws and an under-

standing of the duties, responsibilities, rights and 

privileges of American citizenship.   

Lee Wiskirchen said he is waiting for a meeting 

with GHS coordinator for the final count. 

Tent Program: Tom Grabow reported this is    

his 19
th
 year at the helm of the tent crew with a 

combined total of 700 jobs on the books. A total 

of $44,000 was brought into the Post during this 

time along with $3,000 given to outside dona-

tions. More help for next season would be appre-

ciated.  

Recommendation: Passed 

To donate our budgeted $300 to the Stars and 

Stripes Honor Flight Program. 

New Business:   

The Post has been lacking a publicity chairman 

for some time and the Post is currently in need of 

a POW/MIA chairman, also.   

Good of the Legion:  

The re-dedication of the Pillars of Honor in  Port 

Washington was well-attended.  

Melôs food truck will be parked at the Bridge Inn 

from 11:30 to 1:00 pm following the Christmas 

Parade for free meals for Veterans.  

Nola Paegelow provided beer and soda following 

the meeting.  

This is a picture of the family that donated a    

Marine flag in honor of Dave Boesch's service. 

Left to right: Sean and Abigale Kellar with Linda 

and David Boesch. 

The Postȴs Calendar Rafɥe Winners 
Last Month Were: 

$50 Ȱ Jackie Rennicke Tappen 

$30 Ȱ Chris Newburg 

$25 Ȱ Alexa Gengler 

$20 Ȱ Carol Arentz 

$15 Ȱ Aaron Bulgrin 

$10 Ȱ Brandon Kelling 



¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ .ŀƴƪ ŦƻǊ  

ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ 5ŀȅ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ 



December 2025 SAL News  

Membership:  At the November meeting, Paul reported that we currently have 91 

members.  You should have received your membership renewal reminders in the 

mail by now, so please pay your dues as soon as possible and make Paulôs job 

easier. Questions regarding membership should be directed to Paul Turowski @ 

262-389-4645.  

SAL Clothing:  Nothing new regarding the SAL clothing.  If at any time you need some SAL cloth-

ing, check with Brian first.  If he doesnôt have it in stock, you can contact Silk Screen Specialists in 

Grafton for all of our SAL clothing. Brian has order forms which you can fill out and drop off at Silk 

Screen. Questions regarding clothing should be directed to Brian Hadler @ 262-894-7465.  

Veteranôs Park Band Shell:  The band shell was decorated once again this year by a group of SAL 

members. The next time youôre driving through Grafton at night, I suggest you take a detour and 

check it out. Thank you to Craig Butler for organizing the decorating effort again this year. 

Army/Navy Football game:  The Post is once again hosting a party during the Army/Navy game on 

Saturday, December 13th at 1:00pm.  Check the Auxiliary newsletter for more details on the party.  

Legion Bowling:  Mark your calendars for Saturday, January 31st at Circle B Recreation.  Registra-

tion will start at 10:00 am and bowling will start at 11:00am. The flyer and registration form will be 

emailed to everyone in December. Letôs get a team together and support this event. 

Gun raffle: Do you have your raffle ticket yet? We still have lots of tickets available for the gun    

raffle. Keep in mind that we have four high quality guns ranging in value from $700 to $420. Tickets 

are available by contacting Dan McKelvey at dmckelvey2038@gmail.com or 262-689-5112.  As in 

the past, tickets are $20 each and weôre only selling a total of 300 tickets.  The drawing is January 

31st, at the Legion bowling event. 

SAL Facebook Page: Our SAL now has a Facebook page.  Ryan Rieck has agreed to handle the 

page for us.  The name of the page is ñSons of the American Legion Post 355 Graftonò.  Ryan can 

post pictures or details on our activities.  Send him an email at SonsPost355@gmail.com. 

New Fundraiser Ideas: Have an idea for a new fundraiser for our SAL?  Weôre always open to ide-

as for new events that will help us raise money for our SAL.  If you have an idea, please reach out 

to our SAL Commander, Richard Rieck.  

Bartending help needed: The Legion needs occasional bartending help at some of their weekend 

events/parties.  If you could donate a few hours it would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Al 

Richards if youôre interested. His email address is: albeer1946@gmail.com  

Legion Post meeting dinner:  Volunteers are needed to serve the Post meeting dinner on the 2nd 

Monday of each month.  Meetings start at 7:00pm and dinner is at about 7:45pm.   

December 8th ï Christmas Party by the Post. 

January 12th ï Jimmy P & Dave 

February 9th ï Corey & Dick R 

Do you have something that you want in the next SAL newsletter? 

Contact Dan McKelvey at dmckelvey2038@gmail.com 

Next SAL Meeting: 12/9/2025 @ 6:30pm 
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